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d. OCEAN CURRENTS ARE GETTING FASTER

Ocean currents form a com-
plex web of underwater high-
ways that move water and
heat around the globe. They
keep the tropics cool enough
to live in and northern regions
warm enough to live in.

Many fish species are moving towards the
poles in response to oceans and sea warm-
ing, disrupting fisheries around the world.

Any extra carbon dioxide is changing the
chemistry of seawater, making it more acidic
and more inhospitable, threatening many

important marine organisms.

Temperature changes in the
atmosphere can alter the way
air flows around the world,
causing shifts in global winds.

Accelerating winds are speed-
ing up ocean currents
and faster circulation could
change the way heat and
nutrients are transported
around the world.

As temperatures rise, mass coral bleaching
events happen and infectious coral disease
outbreaks are becoming more frequent.

More acidic water can hold less calcium
carbonate, so there's less available for organ-
isms such as oysters, clams, sea urchins, shal-

low water corals, deep sea corals and calcar-
eous plankton. Moreover, the change in water
chemistry encourages existing carbonate
structures to dissolve.




